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When | was a child, | was in Arkansas, USA.

At Christmas, we had Stuffing in a turkey, ham and sweet potatoes, and a cake called
fruitcake. Fruitcake is a pound cake-like with nuts and candied fruits and it is very heavy. |
liked it very much but they said “Everyone wants to give fruitcake as a present at Christmas,
but no one really wants fruit cake.

What surprised me when | saw Christmas in Japan was that everyone eats small chicken
at Christmas. We eat turkey at Christmas and not many people eat chicken. | was also
surprised at how small the chicken was. In the USA, Christmas is like New Year's in Japan,
when many family members and relatives get together. So we need a big turkey for everyone
to eat. In Japan, it is difficult to get a turkey and there are no ovens to cook a big turkey, so
| thought it must be chicken.

| was also surprised that our cakes are very heavy, while Japanese Christmas cakes are
fluffy and light
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